The sciatic nerve of a rabbit was insulated and laid bare, and carefully sponged; a piece of glass was gently introduced between the nerves and the muscles, while the leg of the animal was bent. The sensibility of the nerve was shewn by the motions of the animal during the introduction of the needles, the one above the other, but not touching each other. They were placed in communication with the galvanometer: the animal was quite tranquil, and the needle of the multiplicator at rest. By a sudden movement of the rabbit, the apparatus was deranged, but the needle clearly deviated and moved. The needles were again introduced; some muscular contractions succeeded; again the needle oscillated, but so slightly as not to convince the assistants. The animal, how-ever, soon made some very vigorous and repeated exertions, and there was no longer any doubt of the fact, for the needle now described an arc of more than two lines. The oscillations ceased with the motions of the animal, and again appeared when it moved. The animal was excited to make contractile efforts, by stimulating the nostril or irritating the nerve, and the needle immediately oscillated, and the arc it described was great in proportion to the energy of the muscular exertions which were provoked. The students. These gentlemen have no objection to it; but, if they were taxed according to their numbers, and had to pay seventy-five or one hundred guineas, we should see them petitioning and remonstrating against the tax, in a manner which could not fail to be effectual. They know that it falls severely on the poor man, or the beginner, who can least afford it; that it acts like a restriction, that it tends to prevent competition, and they do not object to it. I do, because I tak<? the part of the poor against the rich, and because I will not willingly agree to a tax on any scientific pursuit, unless the circumstances of the country render it absolutely necessary.
The tax of two guineas a head, generally, on a practitioner wishing to dissect privately for his instruction, is absolutely monstrous: it is contrary to all sense and reason; it might have been permitted some hundred years ago, but the proposition in the present day is unpardonable. The persons on whom it 467 will fall will be those who, having some operations to do of importance, are desirous to renew their acquaintance with the parts they are to cut. It is said that they will get the body so much cheaper, under the proposed Bill There is another clause, to which I shall now draw your attention: it is a very mild, modest, gentle clause, appearing simply to authorize the commissioners in anatomy to make regulations, and yet it is the most portentous one in the whole Bill; it says nothing, and means every thing. These few unassuming lines were sufficient to set two great public bodies in motion, on 
